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						E 
					
					
						DITOR’S PAGE
					
				

			

			
				
					
						third birthday party, Jackie, the mother of one 
					
				

				
					
						of Hannah’s friends from day care, asked me what 
					
				

				
					
						I do for work. I told her that I am an editor. She 
					
				

				
					
						asked what I edit, and I replied with my standard, 
					
				

				
					
						“A magazine about spinning” and explained 
					
				

				
					
						further, “It’s about making yarn by hand,” to avoid 
					
				

				
					
						confusion with the spinning associated with exercise 
					
				

				
					
						bicycles. In most cases, when people ask me what 
					
				

				
					
						I do, the thread of conversation stops at this point, 
					
				

				
					
						and we go on to other topics. But this time, Jackie 
					
				

				
					
						said, “Oh! No way! I’ve 
					
				

				
					
						always wanted to learn 
					
				

				
					
						how to spin!” I stopped 
					
				

				
					
						dead in my tracks. I brieﬂ y 
					
				

				
					
						considered uncovering the 
					
				

				
					
						bins of ﬁ ber, spindles, and 
					
				

				
					
						yarn that had been neatly 
					
				

				
					
						tucked away to make way 
					
				

				
					
						for the rampaging three-
					
				

				
					
						year-olds but then came 
					
				

				
					
						back to reality—besides, I 
					
				

				
					
						didn’t want to scare away 
					
				

				
					
						this potential spinning 
					
				

				
					
						buddy with over-eager 
					
				

				
					
						enthusiasm bordering on 
					
				

				
					
						fanaticism. Calmly, I said, “I’d love to teach you 
					
				

				
					
						how to spin—why don’t you and Gina come over 
					
				

				
					
						for a playdate/spinning lesson soon?”
					
				

				
					
						So a couple of weeks later, while our daughters 
					
				

				
					
						ran around the backyard chasing butterﬂ ies 
					
				

				
					
						(seriously), Jackie made her ﬁ rst yarns on a CD 
					
				

				
					
						spindle with newly washed Corriedale ﬁ ber that 
					
				

				
					
						I had scoured the day before (see page 64) and 
					
				

				
					
						prepared in big ﬂ uffy batts using the fur drum 
					
				

				
					
						on my Patrick Green drumcarder (see page 30). 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Hannah and Gina helped us drumcard another 
					
				

				
					
						batt—carefully supervised, of course. They also had 
					
				

				
					
						spindles and a bit of ﬂ uff to play with, but in the 
					
				

				
					
						end the swing set was more captivating for them. 
					
				

				
					
						Jackie drafted while I kept the spindle spinning—
					
				

				
					
						it didn’t take her long to catch on to the process. 
					
				

				
					
						She had a natural feeling for how the ﬁ ber should 
					
				

				
					
						draft apart and the twist should enter the drafted 
					
				

				
					
						ﬁ bers. Before we knew it, it was nap time (for the 
					
				

				
					
						girls), and Jackie had a length of beautifully bumpy, 
					
				

				
					
						cohesive yarn on her spindle. Armed with a bunch 
					
				

				
					
						of carded wool and the CD 
					
				

				
					
						spindles to practice on at 
					
				

				
					
						home, Jackie and Gina left, 
					
				

				
					
						and Hannah and I were a bit 
					
				

				
					
						wistful in the absence of our 
					
				

				
					
						new buddies.
					
				

				
					
						Jackie reports that she’s  
					
				

				
					
						getting the hang of spinning 
					
				

				
					
						and that Gina likes helping her 
					
				

				
					
						make yarn. While at our home, 
					
				

				
					
						Hannah has been turning 
					
				

				
					
						everything into “her knitting 
					
				

				
					
						needles,” occasionally wants 
					
				

				
					
						to treadle, and has requested 
					
				

				
					
						several articles of clothing for 
					
				

				
					
						her animals (all named Lucy,  b y the way), and I am 
					
				

				
					
						dreaming of a Polwarth ﬂ eece (see page 62) and 
					
				

				
					
						trying to ﬁ gure out if I mostly spin semiworsted or 
					
				

				
					
						semiwoolen yarn (page 27). We’re looking forward 
					
				

				
					
						to another spinning playdate.
					
				

				
					
						Happy spinning!
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