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						 Richard Adams
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 A SIGNET BOOK
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 NEW
						AMERICAN
						 LIBRARY
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 To Peter Johnson and Michael Mahony,
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 my sons-in-law, in whom I count myself fortunate
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 publisher's note
					
				

			

			 

			
			
		

		
			
				
					
						 This novel is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and inci-dents are either the product of the
					
				

				
					
						author's imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead,
					
				

				
					
						events, or locales is entirely coincidental.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 NAL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS WHEN USED TO PROMOTE
					
				

				
					
						PRODUCTS OR SERVICES. FOR INFORMATION PLEASE WRITE TO PREMIUM
					
				

				
					
						MARKETING DIVISION, NEW AMERICAN LI-BRARY, I633 BROADWAY,NEW
					
				

				
					
						YORK,NEW YORK I0OI9.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Copyright © 1984 by Edward Casson Promotional Services Limited
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. For information
					
				

				
					
						address Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.,201 East 50th Street,New York ,New York10022 .
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Cover art and design by Robert Giusti
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 This is an authorized reprint of a hardcover edition published by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. The hardcover
					
				

				
					
						edition was published simul-taneously inCanada by Random House of Canada Limited,Toronto .
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						 I acknowledge with gratitude the help I have received from Peter Carson, Bob Gottlieb and John Guest,
					
				

				
					
						who read the book before publication and made valuable criticisms and suggestions.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The manuscript was typed by Mrs. Elizabeth Aydon, Mrs. Janice Kneale, Mrs. A.-M. Sjowall-Nilsson
					
				

				
					
						and Mrs. Janice Watterson. I thank them all most warmly. In ad-dition, Mrs. Aydon gave invaluable help
					
				

				
					
						as a sort of "con-tinuity girl," picking up several inconsistencies, lacunae and points for correction. She
					
				

				
					
						deserves special thanks on this account.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 NOTE
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Readers of
						Shardik
						 will observe that the maps, included in this story, of the Beklan Empire and of Bekla
					
				

				
					
						itself differ from those in the earlier book. These maps are not, however, inconsistent with those. Certain
					
				

				
					
						places, e.g., Lak and Tissarn, shown on the
						Shardik
						 maps have been omitted here, since they form no
					
				

				
					
						part of Maia's story. Conversely, other features, e.g.,LakeSerrelind , Nybril and Suba, played no part in
					
				

				
					
						Shardik,
						 and accordingly were not shown on those maps.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The events in this story ante-date
						Shardik
						 by a few years.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 "Maia" rhymes with "higher" (not with "layer").
					
				

			

			 

		

		
			
				
					
						 LIST OF CHARACTERS
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 This list is in alphabetical order (not in order of appearance or importance) and is intended for the
					
				

				
					
						convenience of anyone wishing to be reminded, while reading, of the iden-tity of this or that character.
					
				

				
					
						Minor characters appearing in a single episode are omitted. On the other hand, several characters are
					
				

				
					
						included (e.g., Drigga, Senda-na-Say) who, while they do not appear directly, are recurrently men-tioned
					
				

				
					
						and relevant to the story.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Anda-Nokomis: ("The Dragonfly's Son") See
						Bayub-Otal.
						 Ashaktis: A Palteshi woman, attendant upon
					
				

				
					
						Fornis. Astara: See
						Nokomis.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Bayub-Otal: (otherwise known as "Anda-Nokomis") The dispossessed Ban of Suba: natural son of
					
				

				
					
						Nokomis by the High Baron of Urtah: half-brother of Eud-Ecachlon.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Bel-ka-Trazet: High Baron of Ortelga.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Berialtis: An Ortelgan girl: Ta-Kominion's mistress.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Blarda: A farm lad, brother of Clystis.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Brero: A soldier, attendant upon Maia in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Chia: An Urtan girl, enslaved in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Clystis: Kerkol's wife.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Domris: Proprietress of the Lily Pool in Thettit-Tonilda.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Drigga: An old woman, neighbor to Morca during Maia's childhood: a village story-teller, ballad-singer,
					
				

				
					
						etc.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Durakkon: High Baron of Bekla and nominal head of the Leopards.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Dyphna: A concubine of Sencho, later a Beklan courtesan or "shearna."
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Elleroth: Son and heir of the Ban of Sarkid: commander of a force of irregulars with Santil-ke-Erketlis.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Elvair-ka-Virrion: Son of Kembri-B'sai, Lord General of Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Enka-Mordet: A baron in Chalcon: father of Milvushina.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Eud-Ecachlon: Son and heir of the High Baron of Urtah: half-brother of Bayub-Otal.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Fleitil: A master-sculptor of Bekla (grandson of "the great Fleitil").
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Fordil: A master-musician of Bekla.
					
				

			

			 

		

		
			
				
					
						 Form's: Daughter of Kephialtar-ka-Voro, High Baron of Paltesh: Sacred Queen of Airtha in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Frarnli: Proprietress of "The Safe Moorings," a tavern at Meerzat.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Fravak: A Beklan metal-merchant; at one time Sencho's master.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Gehta: A girl working on a farm northwest of Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Genshed: A slave-trader employed by Lalloc.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Han-Glat: The Leopards' Controller of Fortifications: de-signer of the fortress at Dari-Paltesh.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Jarvil: Sencho's door-keeper or porter: later, Maia's por-ter.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Jejjereth: A half-crazy orator and self-styled prophet in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kapparah: A Beklan captain.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Karnat: King of Terekenalt.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kelsi: The eldest of Maia's three younger sisters.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kembri-B'sai: Lord General of Bekla: father of Elvair-ka-Virrion.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kephialtar-ka-Voro: High Baron of Paltesh: father of For-nis.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kerith-a-Thrain: A Beklan general.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kerkol: A small farmer.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Kram: A Suban youth.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Lalloc: A Deelguy slave-dealer in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Lenkrit-Duhl: Baron ofUpper Suba .
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Lirrit: An infant, youngest of Maia's three sisters.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Lokris: Milvushina's maid in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Luma: A Suban girl.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Maia: A Tonildan girl.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Makron: A Suban village elder, husband of Penyanis.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Malendik: A man employed by N'Kasit.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Megdon: A slave-trader employed by Lalloc.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Mendel-el-Ekna: A Lapanese captain, adherent of Randronoth.
					
				

			

			 

		

		
			
				
					
						 Meris: A Belishban, concubine of Sencho.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Milvushina: A Chalcon girl, daughter of Enka-Mordet.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Mollo: Elleroth's captain of pioneers.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Morca: Tharrin's wife.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Nala: The second of Maia's three younger sisters.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Nasada: A Suban doctor.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Nennaunir: A Beklan courtesan or "shearna."
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 N'Kasit: A Kabinese merchant dealing in hides, leather, etc., in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Nokomis: ("The Dragonfly"; originally named Astara) A Suban dancing-girl, mother of Bayub-Otal by
					
				

				
					
						the High Baron of Urtah.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Occula: A black girl.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Ogma: A lame slave-girl.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Otavis: A Beklan slave-girl, later a courtesan or "shearna."
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Penyanis: A Suban lady, wife of Makron.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Perdan: A slave-trader employed by Lalloc.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Pillan: Servant to Bayub-Otal.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Pokada: Prison governor in Bekla.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Randronoth: Governor of Lapan.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Santil-ke-Erketlis: A baron in Chalcon.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Sarget: A wealthy Beklan wine-merchant.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Sednil: A young Palteshi: lover of Nennaunir.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Seekron: A Lapanese nobleman, adherent of Randronoth.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Selperron: A Kabinese merchant, friend of N'Kasit.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Sencho-be-L'vandor: High Counselor of Bekla: the Leop-ards' Chief of Intelligence.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Senda-na-Say: The former High Baron of Bekla, killed by Durakkon.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Sendekar: A Beklan general.
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