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						The dark blue Audi pulled onto the wide side-
					
				

				
					
						walk beside the old Strand Station, a shadowy 
					
				

				
					
						ﬁgure at the wheel. Twenty, perhaps thirty sec-
					
				

				
					
						onds and it would be too late. Finn’s roving eyes 
					
				

				
					
						found a low wrought-iron gate beside a door, a 
					
				

				
					
						pair of neglected rubbish bins, and a little pile of 
					
				

				
					
						builders’ junk. God bless you, Miss Turner from 
					
				

				
					
						Northland High School, wherever you are. Tumble. 
					
				

				
					
						‘‘Jolly good!’’ yelled Finn at the top of her lungs. 
					
				

				
					
						She went into a simple tuck and roll, her hand 
					
				

				
					
						reaching out blindly, fumbling, grabbing the length 
					
				

				
					
						of old narrow plumbing pipe. She came out of the 
					
				

				
					
						somersault, facing back the way she’d come, and 
					
				

				
					
						swept the pipe around as hard as she could, aim-
					
				

				
					
						ing for the kidnapper’s knees. The pipe connected, 
					
				

				
					
						and she felt the shivering, wet crunch of impact 
					
				

				
					
						run up her arm. The man screamed and dropped 
					
				

				
					
						his newspaper and umbrella. She saw that there 
					
				

				
					
						really was a gun in the man’s hand—a ﬂat, chunky-
					
				

				
					
						looking automatic. Then chaos. 
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