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						p e r s o n a l i z e  y o u r  j e w e l r y  c o m p o n e n t s ! 
					
				

				
					
						custom cool 
					
				

				
					
						 Melinda Barta
					
				

			

			
				
					
						if you loved melinda’s custom 
					
					
						Pretty Sneaky SnaP ClaSP
					
					
						  
					
				

				
					
						that doubled as a pendant, finish off the design with an embellished 
					
				

				
					
						right-angle-weave bracelet strap. For the clasp, see her custom cool 
					
				

				
					
						department in the December 2008/january 2009 issue of
						 Beadwork.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						  pretty sneaky  
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 snap clasp
					
				

			

			
				
					
						f
					
					
						:: right-angle weave
					
				

			

			
				
					
						technique
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						not to be reprinted. all rights reserved.
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						     strap for
					
					
						 
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				
					
						This bracelet starts as a 
					
				

				
					
						simple strip of right-angle 
					
				

				
					
						weave, but with just a few 
					
				

				
					
						embellishments, it takes on 
					
				

				
					
						a zigzag shape. Best of all, 
					
				

				
					
						the result is an unexpectedly 
					
				

				
					
						stretchy strap.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Charlottes:
					
					
						 Weave through beads to exit 
					
				

				
					
						the side of the first unit facing the 
					
				

				
					
						other end of the strap. String 3 char-
					
				

				
					
						lottes and pass through the 2 side beads 
					
				

				
					
						of the next unit (
					
					
						Fig. 2
					
					
						); repeat for the 
					
				

				
					
						length of the strip. Work with medium 
					
				

				
					
						tension so that the charlottes will 
					
				

				
					
						resemble picots. Repeat to add char-
					
				

				
					
						lottes along the other side of the strip. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Materials
					
				

				
					
						size 15° charlottes
					
				

				
					
						size 11° seed beads
					
				

				
					
						5x4mm faceted pressed-glass rondelles
					
				

				
					
						nylon beading thread in color to  
					
				

				
					
						match beads
					
				

			

			
				
					
						tools
					
				

				
					
						size 12 or 13 beading needle
					
				

				
					
						scissors
					
				

			

			
				
					
						1) BaSe.
					
					
						 Work the base of the strap in 
					
				

				
					
						right-angle weave: 
					
				

				
					
						Units 1 and on:
					
					
						 Use 3' of thread to string  
					
				

				
					
						8 size 11°s, leaving a 10" tail. Tie the 
					
				

				
					
						beads into a circle and pass through 
					
				

				
					
						the first 4 beads. String 6 beads; pass 
					
				

				
					
						through the last 2 beads passed 
					
				

				
					
						through and the first 4 beads just 
					
				

				
					
						strung; repeat, keeping tight tension 
					
				

				
					
						and treating two beads as if they were 
					
				

				
					
						one, until the strip is 1½" shy of the 
					
				

				
					
						total desired length. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Fig. 2: 
					
					
						Embellishing the irst side 
					
				

				
					
						 of the strap
					
				

			

			
				
					
						2) emBellIShment.
					
					
						 Work down the 
					
				

				
					
						strip in three separate passes, adding 
					
				

				
					
						rondelles, seed beads, and charlottes:
					
				

				
					
						Rondelles:
					
					
						 Exit the top of the second-to-
					
				

				
					
						last unit and string 1 size 11°, 1 ron-
					
				

				
					
						delle, and 1 size 11°. Pass through the  
					
				

				
					
						2 beads at the top of the next unit so 
					
				

				
					
						that the new beads cross diagonally 
					
				

				
					
						over the unit (
					
					
						Fig. 1
					
					
						). Turn the work 
					
				

				
					
						and repeat down the length of the 
					
				

				
					
						strip, adding embellishments to the 
					
				

				
					
						front of one unit and to the back of the 
					
				

				
					
						next; stop one unit shy of the end.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						3) FInIShIng.
					
					
						 Stitch to your desired 
					
				

				
					
						clasp. If you created the Pretty Sneaky 
					
				

				
					
						Snap Clasp (
						Beadwork
						, December 2008/
					
				

				
					
						January 2009), stitch one end of the 
					
				

				
					
						strip to the felt near one side of the oval 
					
				

				
					
						bead. For the other end, exit the last 
					
				

				
					
						unit, string 2 size 11°s, pass through  
					
				

				
					
						2 beads on one outside unit of the snap, 
					
				

				
					
						string 2 size 11°s, and weave through 
					
				

				
					
						beads to complete another unit. Secure 
					
				

				
					
						and trim all thread tails. 
					
					
						F
					
				

			

			
				
					
						More custoM cool
					
				

			

			
				
					
						  Find more bead-embroidered 
					
				

				
					
						   pendants and other
					
				

				
					
						 inspiring ideas for
					
				

				
					
						making your jewelry
					
				

				
					
						unique in Melinda 
					
				

				
					
						Barta’s new book, 
					
				

				
					
						Custom Cool Jewelry:  
					
				

				
					
						Create 200+ Personalized Pendants, Charms, 
					
				

				
					
						and Clasps
						 (Interweave, 2008). 
					
				

				
					
						Visit interweave.com/bead/books/
					
				

				
					
						cooljewelry.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						melInda Barta is managing editor of 
					
				

				
					
						Beadwork
						 and 
						Stringing 
						magazines. she is the 
					
				

				
					
						author of 
						Hip to Stitch: 20 Contemporary Projects 
					
				

				
					
						Embellished with Thread
						 (interweave, 2005) and 
					
				

				
					
						Custom Cool Jewelry: Create 200+ Personalized 
					
				

				
					
						Pendants, Charms, and Clasps
						 (interweave, 2008). 
					
				

				
					
						melinda has made appearances on tV programs, 
					
				

				
					
						including 
						Uncommon Threads, Scrapbooking,
						 and 
					
				

				
					
						Craft Corner Death Match.
						 Visit www.melinda 
					
				

				
					
						barta.com.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Fig. 1: 
					
					
						Embellishing the units of the strap
					
				

			

			
				
					
						reSourCeS
					
				

				
					
						Check your local bead shop or contact: Gold charlottes: orr’s trading co., (303) 722-6466,  
					
				

				
					
						www.orrs.com. seed beads and rondelles: luna’s Beads and Glass, (970) 668-8001,  
					
				

				
					
						www.lunasbeads.com. 
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						Discover the inner bead artist in you.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						You don’t have to be a designer or a beading pro to make 
					
				

				
					
						beautiful jewelry, and you don’t have to hunt all over for 
					
				

				
					
						inspiring designs.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						From cover to cover, 
						Beadwork 
						magazine gives you great 
					
				

				
					
						projects, from the beginner to the advanced. Every issue 
					
				

				
					
						is packed full of step-by-step instructions, easy-to-
					
				

				
					
						understand illustrations, plus well-written, lively articles 
					
				

				
					
						sure to inspire. Each article brings you all the bead news 
					
				

				
					
						to keep in the know and in fashion. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						interweave.com/go/bdbw
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