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						More of a compendium than a compilation, this issue revisits and draws new meaning from the work that was
					
				

				
					
						published monthly in 2 during the early 1970s.
					
				

				
					
						The 1970s were marked by a seismic change that occurred in the representation of ideas in architecture.
					
				

				
					
						The magazine bears out the optimistic, experimental, environmentally conscious and ultimately pluralist
					
				

				
					
						culture that prevailed throughout the 1960s and carries it through until the emergence of a post-modern
					
				

				
					
						discourse in the mid 1970s. The propositions described by young architects, engineers, scientists, artists and
					
				

				
					
						environmental campaigners at that time were fuelled by both a social and cultural need to speculate on the
					
				

				
					
						availability and exchange of information. They dreamt of inclusive global communities, structures and systems
					
				

				
					
						that would embrace the promise of imagined new technologies. This was the era that preceeded the personal
					
				

				
					
						computer, World Wide Web, mobile telephone and wireless network. This issue attempts to demonstrate that,
					
				

				
					
						in spite of our very recent technological trappings, they are useless without good ideas.
					
				

				
					
						Equipped with both a generation and information gap of thirty years, the following contributors (amongst
					
				

				
					
						many others) present a Cosmorama of now: Marie-Ange Brayer, Nic Clear, David Cunningham, Liza Fior, John
					
				

				
					
						Frazer, John Goodburn, James Madge, Will McLean, Christopher Moller, Robert Webb and The Word Dept.
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						Around the world, from Brisbane to Manchester, from Bankgok to Grenada, food and food-related activities
					
				

				
					
						are enriching and invigorating city life. In many urban neighborhoods we see an explosion of restaurants, bars,
					
				

				
					
						cafes and take-aways. Traditional food markets are being rediscovered while new markets are appearing 
					
				

				
					
						as renovations, new construction and temporary structures set up each market day. And, even as urban
					
				

				
					
						agriculture is threatened by urban redevelopment, it reappears in an increasing number of community
					
				

				
					
						gardens and city farms. Food and the City explores the contemporary city as dining room, market and farm,
					
				

				
					
						considering how food display, consumption and production bring vitality and diversity to public life and
					
				

				
					
						sensory pleasure to urban experience while helping to create local character and opportunities for a more
					
				

				
					
						sustainable way of life. The burgeoning gastronomic culture of cities, from growing to consuming, raises
					
				

				
					
						questions of who is included and who is excluded, what is the role of architecture and urban design and how
					
				

				
					
						food can be a tool for progressive social change.
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						Most architects who build do not make buildings; they make information that makes buildings. Making
					
				

				
					
						buildings requires acquiring knowledge not only of the world of information exchange, but also of the world 
					
				

				
					
						of making things. It is an expertise that goes beyond the architectural drawing and an expertise that many
					
				

				
					
						designers cannot claim to fully possess or practice.
					
				

				
					
						Design through Making is not only directed at architects, but engineers, educators, fabricators, machine
					
				

				
					
						operators, and anyone with an interest in the manifestation of ideas. It seeks to challenge outmoded notions
					
				

				
					
						that building production is preceded by design and making is merely the cooking of the raw or the end game
					
				

				
					
						where no further design ideas are explored. Here a hybrid mode is recognised where the investigation of
					
				

				
					
						ideas is fully engaged with the tactile, physical nature of architecture and building processes. It is an issue
					
				

				
					
						that celebrates the re-emergence of making, not merely as an immense resource for ideas, experimentation
					
				

				
					
						and customisation, but as a critical resource that will redefine architectural practices.
					
				

				
					
						This title includes the work of Block Architecture, Mark Burry, Thomas Heatherwick Studios and Walter
					
				

				
					
						Pichler. There is a special feature on Japanese traditions in architecture and contributors include: Iain Borden,
					
				

				
					
						David Dunster, Sarah Chaplin, Jonathan Hill and Mark Prizeman.
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						Since the Industrial Revolution and the rise of science
					
				

				
					
						fiction, the popular impulse has often been to regard
					
				

				
					
						technology as a socially derisive and potentially malign force.
					
				

				
					
						In the 1990s, this was further exaggerated by the spectre 
					
				

				
					
						of cyberspace with its promise of the domination of the
					
				

				
					
						virtual over the physical. It engendered visions of a horrific
					
				

				
					
						netherworld responded to by even the most subconscious 
					
				

				
					
						of neuro twitches. This issue of 
					
					
						2 
					
					
						turns these angst-ridden
					
				

				
					
						visions on their head. Here, spatial design skills and adept
					
				

				
					
						application of digital technologies are pooled to aid
					
				

				
					
						interaction. This presents technology as a tool for exchange,
					
				

				
					
						cohesion and communication. Web and remote technologies
					
				

				
					
						may be the props of the contemporary world, but it is the
					
				

				
					
						underlying social forces of individualism and an unrelenting
					
				

				
					
						work culture that most often distance us from each other,
					
				

				
					
						rather than the gadgetry in our hands.
					
				

				
					
						Taking the form of installations and public art,
					
				

				
					
						interactive spaces and structures can offer a welcome
					
				

				
					
						respite. This is most often as an entertaining diversion,
					
				

				
					
						whether it relies on spectacle, wonder or unadulterated fun.
					
				

				
					
						The interaction between viewer and what is viewed can be
					
				

				
					
						physical or remote, whether the object reponds to a bodily
					
				

				
					
						presence or an electronic device such as a mobile phone. At
					
				

				
					
						every level, it encourages us to leave our isolated self and
					
				

				
					
						interact with a greater social group, perhaps merely for the
					
				

				
					
						joy of seeing a chandelier reverberate with light in a gallery,
					
				

				
					
						or contributing to an interactive sculpture on an urban scale.
					
				

				
					
						Interaction is not just confined to the art world. It
					
				

				
					
						provides tenable and, very often, remarkable solutions 
					
				

				
					
						for the work place, leisure sector, retail and the domestic.
					
				

				
					
						As Mike Weinstock acknowledges in his recollection of
					
				

				
					
						EM Forster’s refrain ‘Only connect!’, connection has to 
					
				

				
					
						be consciously sought out and worked towards. He gives 
					
				

				
					
						the example of 
					
					
						UN 
					
					
						Studio's Möbius House, where the
					
				

				
					
						architecture enfolds the family in a continuous surface 
					
				

				
					
						that takes in shared and separate living spaces, enabling 
					
				

				
					
						the occupants to be simultaneously alone and together. 
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